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Abstract

Ten Years after the Storm:
An Examination of Why Displaced Victims of Hurricane Katrina Choose to Return

 
 
Hurricane Katrina, one of the most catastrophic storms to hit the United States, displaced more than 300,000 people and caused more than 80 billion dollars in damages. The storm made landfall on August 29, 2005 in Louisiana with wind speeds up to 125 mph, breeching the levees leaving 80 percent of New Orleans under water (NOAA, 2005). According to Haney et. al (2007) the evacuation of storm victims scattered many of New Orleans’ poorest residents to distant cities without consideration for where they might have a support network of family or friends who could assist in their return. Most of those who were displaced were sent throughout the Southern, Midwest, and Northern parts of the United States. It has been ten years since Hurricane Katrina made landfall. Yet, despite the unfavorable living conditions in New Orleans thousands of displaced victims have chosen to return.

According to prior scholarship researchers have found significant connections between people and land. Place attachment is defined as the emotional bond between individuals, groups, or communities, and their physical environments (Mazumdar, 2005). These attachments can even exist in highly vulnerable areas, especially as it relates to natural hazards. Currently, there remain gaps in disaster studies literature regarding the influence place attachment and place identity have had on disaster victims. This study examines the relationship between people and land within the context of the Hurricane Katrina disaster. In so doing, this project explores the experiences of displaced victims of Hurricane Katrina and the impact of the storm on their identity, personal attachment, and dependency on the place they call home. Focus group interviews were conducted on three groups of people that included Jewish, African Americans, and Hispanic participants. The study found both similarities and differences across each cultural group that support the concepts of place attachment, place identity, and dependency. 
